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FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT = 22 MARCH 2026

GOLLECT

By your help, we beseech you, Lord our God,

may we walk eagerly in that same charity

with which, out of love for the world,

your Son handed himself over to death.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

READINGS AND REFLECTIONS

Jesus’ friend Lazarus has been dead for four days and is brought back to life. Jesus’ resurrection is much
more than resuscitation; it is a reality of different order. Yet the story of Lazarus opens us up to receive the
Paschal Mystery.
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37:12-14

The Lord says this: | am going to open your
graves; | mean to raise you from your graves,
my people, and lead you back to the soil of
Israel. And you will know that | am the Lord,
when | open your graves and raise you from
your graves, my people. And | shall put my spirit
in you, and you will live, and | shall resettle you
on your own soil; and you will know that |, the
Lord, have said and done this — it is the Lord
who speaks.

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel

Responsorial Psalm Ps 129

R. With the Lord there is mercy
and fullness of redemption.

Out of the depths | cry to you, O Lord,
Lord, hear my voice!

O let your ear be attentive

to the voice of my pleading. R.

If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt,
Lord, who would survive?

But with you is found forgiveness:
for this we revere you. R.

My soul is waiting for the Lord,

| count on his word.

My soul is longing for the Lord

more than watchman for daybreak.
(Let the watchman count on daybreak
and Israel on the Lord.) R.

Because with the Lord there is mercy
and fullness of redemption,

Israel indeed he will redeem

from all its iniquity. R.

A reading from the letter of St Paul
to the Romans 8:8-11

People who are interested only in unspiritual
things can never be pleasing to God. Your
interests, however, are not in the unspiritual, but
in the spiritual, since the Spirit of God has made
his home in you. In fact, unless you possessed the
Spirit of Christ you would not belong to him.
Though your body may be dead it is because of
sin, but if Christ is in you then your spirit is life
itself because you have been justified; and if the
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is
living in you, then he who raised Jesus from the
dead will give life to your own mortal bodies
through his Spirit living in you.
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First Reading

This is the end of Ezekiel’s famous vision of a
valley of dry bones that grow with sinew, flesh
and skin and come to life by the breath of God. It
is a powerful oracle that promises new life and
hope for a people in exile.

As preparation for your reading, it would be well
worthwhile to see the whole of this story (you will
find it in this book as the third reading given for
the Vigil of Pentecost).

Truncated it may be, but this short reading gives
us strong words for introducing the story of
Lazarus. Make these words the climax: I shall put
my spirit in you, and you will livel Read the text in
a clear prophetic voice.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 129/130 is a moving and well-known
penitential psalm (music lovers might recognise the
first words in Latin: De profundis). Although it does
not have a strong link to the other scriptural texts
today, It is completely appropriate for the Lenten
themes of God’s mercy and our conversion of
heart.

In the antiphon, we sing of God’s mercy. In this
context then, we plead for God to hear our
confession of guilt and to forgive us. We express
our longing for the redemption God offers and
express our trust in God’s promise.

The cantor/reader should proclaim this text with
warmth and passion. Take care to cue the
assembly clearly with the two-part antiphon and
the longer third verse.

Second Reading

This is not an easy reading. It must be studied and
analysed to grasp its logic before it can be
satisfactorily proclaimed to the people. They have
only one chance to hear it!

The first half seems to start in an abstract way
with talk of ‘unspiritual’ and ‘spiritual’. But Paul
intends this in quite a specific way — he means
recognising that the Holy Spirit lives in us.

The second half is one long, dense sentence. We
are saved from our sinful mortal bodies by the
Spirit living in us. This is none other than the Spirit
who raised Jesus from the dead. It is the Holy
Spirit who is the source of our life in Christ.

The message is positive. It celebrates the gift of
the Spirit and the life the Spirit brings. It should be
read with an optimistic and up-beat tone.
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A reading from the holy Gospel

according to John 11:1-45

[There was a man named Lazarus who lived in the
village of Bethany with the two sisters, Mary and
Martha, and he was ill. It was the same Mary, the
sister of the sick man Lazarus, who anointed the Lord
with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair.] The
sisters sent this message to Jesus, ‘Lord, the man you
love is ill.” On receiving the message, Jesus said, ‘This
sickness will end not in death but in God’s glory, and
through it the Son of God will be glorified.

Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, yet
when he heard that Lazarus was ill he stayed where
he was for two more days before saying to the
disciples, ‘Let us go to Judaea.’ [The disciples said,
‘Rabbi, it is not long since the Jews wanted to stone
you; are you going back again?’ Jesus replied:

‘Are there not twelve hours in the day? A man
can walk in the daytime without stumbling
because he has the light of this world to see
by; but if he walks at night he stumbles,
because there is no light to guide him.’

He said that and then added, ‘Our friend Lazarus is
resting, | am going to wake him.” The disciples said to
him, ‘Lord, if he is able to rest he is sure to get
better.” The phrase Jesus used referred to the death
of Lazarus, but they thought that by ‘rest’ he meant
‘sleep’, so Jesus put it plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead; and
for your sake | am glad | was not there because now
you will believe. But let us go to him.” Then Thomas —
known as the Twin — said to the other disciples, ‘Let us
go too, and die with him.’]

On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the
tomb for four days already. [Bethany is only about
two miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews had come
to Martha and Mary to sympathise with them over
their brother.] When Martha heard that Jesus had
come she went to meet him. Mary remained sitting in
the house. Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you had been
here, my brother would not have died, but | know
that, even now, whatever you ask of God, he will
grant you.” ‘Your brother’ said Jesus to her ‘will rise
again.” Martha said, ‘I know he will rise again at the
resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said:

‘I am the resurrection and the life. If anyone
believes in me, even though he dies he will
live, and whoever lives and believes in me
will never die. Do you believe this?’

‘Yes, Lord,” she said ‘l believe that you are the Christ,
the Son of God, the one who was to come into this
world.’

[When she had said this, she went and called her
sister Mary, saying in a low voice, ‘The Master is here
and wants to see you.' Hearing this, Mary got up

guna/ﬁg Cendfings ¢ Lefleclions

Gospel

At the heart of this narrative lies the close
friendship Jesus had with the siblings Mary,
Martha and Lazarus of Bethany. Jesus got a
message that the man he loved was ill. By the time
he arrived, Lazarus had been dead four days.
Each sister in turn lamented, if only you had been
here... Jesus was greatly distressed at the sight of
their tears and he too wept for his friend. People
remarked on how much Jesus loved them.

But John is not really concerned to tell this as a
human-interest story. He frames his narrative with
a much bigger purpose. This is the last of the
great ‘signs’ Jesus gives. It occurs as he moves
towards his death and prepares to enter
Jerusalem. It leads to knowing Christ and
believing in him.

Right from the beginning, as Jesus delays his visit
to Judeaq, John has Jesus remark: This sickness will
end not in death but in God’s glory! John sets up
the misunderstanding between rest/sleep and
death so that Jesus can remark, now you will
believe. Then as he approaches Bethany, the
conversation with Martha opens up the question of
the resurrection on the last day. This gives Jesus
the opportunity to say, | am the resurrection and
the life! and to evoke from Martha a statement of
belief in Jesus as the Christ. John makes it clear
that Lazarus was not just in a coma but was
indeed dead (he will smell — it is the fourth day)
and has Jesus say again: Have | not told you that
if you believe you will see the glory of God? Then
after the dramatic and vivid image of Lazarus
coming forth still bound in the burial cloths, John
remarks that many came to believe in Jesus.

This means that the passage should be read with
tenderness but also with a sense of grandeur. The
first climax comes with Jesus’ statement, | am the
resurrection and the life and his promise of life in
him. Then the story takes another run up, through
the meeting with Mary, leading to the second
climax: Lazarus, here! Come out! ...Let him go free.
Each climax is followed by a profession of faith.

In John’s gospel, this story sets up an enthusiastic
welcome from the people as Jesus enters
Jerusalem on a donkey, but also provokes the
jealous religious leaders to begin to plot his death
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quickly and went to him. Jesus had not yet come into
the village; he was still at the place where Martha
had met him. When the Jews who were in the house
sympathising with Mary saw her get up so quickly
and go out, they followed her, thinking that she was
going to the tomb to weep there.

Mary went to Jesus, and as soon as she saw him she
threw herself at his feet, saying, ‘Lord, if you had
been here, my brother would not have died.’ At the
sight of her tears, and those of the Jews who
followed her,] Jesus said in great distress, with a sigh
that came straight from the heart, ‘Where have you
put him¢’ They said, [‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus
wept; and the Jews said,] ‘See how much he loved
him!’ But there were some who remarked, ‘He
opened the eyes of the blind man, could he not have
prevented this man’s death?’ Still sighing, Jesus
reached the fomb: it was a cave with a stone to close
the opening. Jesus said, ‘Take the stone away.’
Martha said to him, ‘Lord, by now he will smell; this is
the fourth day.’ Jesus replied, ‘Have | not told you
that if you believe you will see the glory of God?’ So
they took away the stone. Then Jesus lifted up his
eyes and said:

‘Father, | thank you for hearing my prayer. |
knew indeed that you always hear me. But |
speak for the sake of all these who stand
round me, so that they may believe it was
you who sent me.’

When he had said this, he cried in a loud voice,
‘Lazarus, here! Come out!’ The dead man came out,
his feet and hands bound with bands of stuff and a
cloth round his face. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him,
let him go free.” Many of the Jews who had come to
visit Mary and had seen what he did believed in him.

[Short Form: omit text in brackets.]
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CONCLUPING PRAYLR

Prayer over the People (5 LENT)

Bless, O Lord, your people,

who long for the gift of your mercy,

and grant that what, at your prompting, they desire
they may receive by your generous gift.

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

And may the blessing of almighty God,

the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
come down on us and remain with us for ever.
Amen.

(Adapted from the Prayer over the People for 5 Lent, Roman Missal p. 283)
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St Luke the Evangelist
Blackburn South

We are Taking Enrolments for All Year Levels

Book in for an Open Morning or a Personal Tour

memmm St Luke the Evangelist Primary School Blackburn South
9877 4023 | www.slblackburnsth.catholic.edu.au
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	BlkFor Bulletin 15 March.pdf
	St Luke the Evangelist, Blackburn South & St Timothy’s, Forest Hill
	ONE MISSION, TWO CHURCHES
	The Journey Home Fourth Sunday of Lent, Year A - 15th March 2026
	Samuel 16:1,6-7,10-13, Psalm 22(23), Ephesians 5:8-14 GOSPEL READING: John 9:1-41
	Meditation: Do you recognize the light of God's truth and power in your life? God wants  to remove every obstacle that might hinder us from recognizing the light of his truth and  wisdom for our lives. Saul, the first king of Israel, failed to recognize God's light and power  to save him from his enemies. God replaced Saul with David, the youngest of Jesse's eight  sons (1 Samuel 16). God saw something in David which Jesse and his other sons did not  recognize - a man after God's own heart who delighted in doing what was pleasing to the  Lord (1 Samuel 13:14). David was a man of courage and vision who defeated his  enemies and united his people. His strength and success came not from himself but from  God who anointed him with the power and wisdom of his own Spirit. What can keep us  from the light of God's truth, wisdom, and strength for our lives? Sin blinds us and causes  us to stumble and fall - unable to rise on our own or to walk in the freedom of God's love  and truth. Sin clouds the mind in moral confusion, and it grows in darkness and resists the  light of  God's truth. Only God's light can uncover the darkness of sin and free us to walk in the path of holiness and peace with God.
	The light of the world: When the disciples saw a man who had been blind from birth, they asked Jesus what kind of sin had caused this blindness. The Jews had understood that many infirmities were the result of human folly and sin. While sin can lead to physical, mental, and spiritual infirmities, not all sickness is the direct result of sin. Sickness can befall us for a variety of reasons. Jesus answered that God had allowed this infirmity for a greater purpose which God wanted to demonstrate as a sign of his presence and power. Jesus then made a claim which only God could rightfully make. Jesus stated unequivocally, I am the light of the world (John 9:5). In so many words Jesus was saying that he is the one true source of power and light which sustains life and overcomes the darkness of sin, confusion, and spiritual blindness. Jesus' mighty works - his miraculous signs - confirmed the truth of his message and claim to divine authority and equality with his Father in heaven. One of his greatest signs was the healing of a man who had been blind from birth.
	Healing of man born blind: When Jesus approached the blind man he first awakened hope in him - the hope which God offers those who seek his help. Jesus then did something quite remarkable for the blind man, both to identify with this man's misery and to draw expectant faith in him as well. Jesus touched the man's eyes with his own spittle mixed with dirt and bid him to wash in the Pool of Siloam which was close to the Temple. This pool of fresh flowing water was one of the landmarks of the city of Jerusalem. It's source came from the Gihon spring located in the valley outside the walls of Jerusalem. This pool was likely used as a ceremonial bath of purification for people who were going up to the Temple to worship. On the yearly feast of Tabernacles, one of the priests brought a golden pitcher of water from this pool and poured it out over the altar in the temple while reciting from the verse, "You will draw water from the wells of salvation" (Isaiah 12:3). What is the significance of the healing of the blind man at the Pool of Siloam? It is certainly more than just a miraculous event. It is a "sign" that points to the source of the miraculous life-giving water which Jesus offers through the gift and work of the Holy Spirit (John 7:38). Do you want the Holy Spirit to pour out on you his renewing power of faith, vision, and healing love? The Pharisees were upset with Jesus' miracle on two counts. First, he healed the blind man on the Sabbath, which they considered a serious violation of the command to rest on the Sabbath. Second, how could a "sinner" and a "sabbath-breaker" do such a marvelous work of God! The man who claimed to have been healed by Jesus must not have really been blind to begin with! Contrary to this false charge, the fact of this man's blindness was well known to many people, including the parents who testified under oath that he had indeed been blind since birth. The prejudice of the religious leaders made them blind to God's intention for the Sabbath (to do good rather than evil) and to Jesus' claim to be the One sent from the Father in heaven to bring freedom and light to his people. The Jewish leaders tried to intimidate both this cured man and his parents by threatening to exclude them from membership in the synagogue - the local congregation of the worshiping community of Jews. This man was shunned by the religious authorities because he believed that Jesus healed him and was the Messiah.
	Freedom from spiritual blindness: Do you allow any blind-spots to blur your vision of what God is offering you and asking of you? The Lord Jesus is ever ready to heal us and to free us from the darkness of sin and deception. There is no sickness, whether physical, mental, emotional, or spiritual that the Lord Jesus does not identify with. Isaiah prophesied that the "Suffering Servant" would be bruised for our iniquities and by his stripes we would be healed (Isaiah 53:5). The Lord offers us freedom from spiritual blindness due to sin and he restores us to wholeness of body, mind, soul, and heart.
	Office (for both Churches): 17 Stevens Road Forest Hill Vic 3133 (St Timothy’s) Parish Office tel: 03 9412 8499; Presbytery tel: 03 9877 2292 St Luke the Evangelist, 46 Orchard Grove, Blackburn South Email: foresthill@cam.org.au | Web: sttimothys.org.au / Email: blackburnsouth@cam.org.au | Web: blackburnsouth.org.au
	Parish Priest Fr Alex Chow
	Parish Secretary Sonya O’Farrell Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fridays 10am – 2pm ======== SUNDAY MASS Saturday Vigil: 5pm (SL)
	Sunday: 8:30am (SL)
	10:30am (ST)
	----------- WEEKDAY MASSES Tues. 6:30pm (SL) Wed. 9.15am (ST) 1st Wed Mass of Anointing @10am  Thurs. 9.15am (ST) Fri. 9.15am(SL*),        6.30pm (ST) Sat. 9.15am (SL*)
	*Rosary after Mass
	RECONCILIATION SL: Tues 5:30 - 6:10pm        Sat 9:45 - 10:15am       Sat 4:30 - 4:50pm     ST: Fri 5:30 - 6:10pm -----------
	EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT & EVENING PRAYER SL: Tues  5:30 - 6:30pm ST: Fri     5:30 - 6:30pm                    -----------
	HOSPITALITY AFTER MASS AT ST. LUKE’S Second weekend of each month - bring a plate to share (optional)
	YOUNG ADULT GROUP - Saturday 21st March @11am, Lenten pilgrimage to the Our Lady of Victories of Victories Basilica in Camberwell
	30 APRIL 2026 Thinking about life, purpose, and what really matters. If you’re asking  big questions about faith or simply curious — you are very welcome.  ALPHA Australian Edition, ALPHA Chinese Mandarin (adults) and ALPHA Youth (ages 13–17) offer a relaxed, no-pressure space to connect with others, enjoy a free dinner, watch engaging short videos, and have honest conversations about life and faith. Come as you are, bring your questions, and see where the conversation leads. No pressure, no strings attached.
	Email us at Alphastlukesbbs@gmail.com or register your interest via the QR code  We’d love to see you at Alpha!
	Next Week’s Daily Readings 16  - 22 Mar
	MONDAY Mar 16 Is 65:17-21 Ps 29:2, 4-6, 11-13 Jn 4:43-54
	TUESDAY Mar 17 Jer1:4-9  Ps 116 Acts 13:46-49 Lk 10:1-12, 17-20 ST PATRICK,bishop
	WEDNESDAY Mar 18 Is 49:8-15  Ps 144:8-9, 13-14, 17-18 Jn 5:17-30
	THURSDAY Mar 19 2 Sam 7:4-5, 12-14, 16 Ps 88:2-5, 27, 29 Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22 Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24 ST JOSEPH, SPOUSE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
	FRIDAY Mar 20 Wis 2:1, 12-22 Ps 33:16, 18, 19-21, 23 Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
	SATURDAY Mar 21 Jer 11:18-20 Ps 7:2-3, 9-12 Jn 7:40-52
	SUNDAY Mar 22 Ezek 37:12-14  Ps 129: Rom 8:8-11 Jn 11:1-45


	FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
	ALTAR SERVING MINISTRY Are you interested in assisting as an altar server? If so, or if you have any questions about this ministry, please contact Chris Lim on 0419 470 267



	SL CHURCH CLEANING 9th Mar – Val’s Team Val Fogarty, Jim Fogarty, Anthony Fernandez, Maureen Davis & Ellen DonoghueMINISTERS OF THE WORD
	MINISTERS OF THE WORD
	14 and 15 MAR
	21 and 22 MAR
	Marg Yore  Lucas Thong Sarah Ahmed
	Saturday 5pm SL Sunday 8:30am SL 10:30am ST


	EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST
	Saturday 5pm SL Sunday 8:30am SL 10:30am ST

	SLIDE OPERATORS
	Saturday 5pm SL Sunday 8:30am SL 10:30am ST
	SL WELCOMERS 14 - 15 Mar 5pm Libby Theodore 8.30am Margaret Gearon 10.30am Volunteer
	SL WELCOMERS 21 - 22 Mar  5:00pm Volunteer 8.30am Marie Pekish 10.30am Volunteer
	SL CHURCH CLEANING 4th April - Megan’s team Megan McLean, Janette Clark, Maureen Davis & Quyen Nguyen
	ST CHURCH CLEANING 20th March  Liliana Restrepo & Jackie Kha
	Lucy Ferris Melina Barcellona Anico Yee
	Choir David Prabha Lee Min Yee
	SL CHURCH FLOWERS No flowers for Lent
	ST CHURCH FLOWERS No flowers for Lent
	ST COUNTERS This week Team 6: Barry Silvester & Chris Lim Next week Team 7: Fela Colasanti & Chin L Tay
	Lucy Ferris  Shirley Prabha Anne Lim
	Corey Thong Beryl Chelliah Chin L Tay
	Choir Rosemary Donaldson Manny Gonzalez


	WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
	Entrance Antiphon: Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. Be joyful, all who were in mourning; exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast. Response to the Psalm: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. Gospel Acclamation: Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! I am the light of the world, says the Lord; whoever follows me will have the light of life. Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! Eucharistic Acclamation: We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come again. Communion Antiphon: The Lord anointed my eyes: I went, I washed, I saw and I believed in God.

	HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
	PALM SUNDAY:  05:00pm    Vigil Mass at St Luke’s (28/3) 08.30am    Mass at St Luke’s (29/3) 10.30am    Mass at St Timothy’s (29/3)
	HOLY THURSDAY: 7.30pm at St Timothy’s (2/4) followed by Adoration and Night Prayer ‘til 9:30pm
	GOOD FRIDAY: 10.30am Stations of the Cross at St Timothy’s (3/4) 03:00pm Passion of our Lord at St Luke’s (3/4) followed by Confession (till 5:30pm)
	EASTER VIGIL: 7.30pm at St Luke’s (4/4)
	EASTER SUNDAY:  08.30am* Mass at St Luke’s (5/4) 10.30am* Mass at St Timothy’s (5/4)  *Hot cross buns, tea & coffee after mass
	MERCY NIGHT
	St Luke the Evangelist Church   Tues. 24  March 2026
	6:30pm        Mass   7pm to        Adoration &   8:30pm      Reconciliation
	Come, reflect and experience an evening of God’s merciful and forgiving love in the God’s presence and Sacrament of Reconciliation.
	(Note: NO 5:30pm Holy Hour on this date)


	“SYNOD CORNER”
	1. What is a Synod?
	A Synod is a moment when the Church deliberately pauses to listen, pray, and discern together. It is not simply a meeting or a conference, but a spiritual process rooted in faith that the Holy Spirit continues to guide the Church today. In a Synod, we ask not only “What do we think?” but more importantly, “What is God asking of us at this moment in our mission?”






